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ADV E?R T I 8 EM EN T. 



E prefent critical 'Juncture obliges 
he Author topoftpone his Animad- 
erfions on Mr. LockeV Theory of 
Government for fame Time longer, 
jiut the Public may be affured, that 
he has not dropped the Defign > and that he only 
jpoftpones it y becaufe the prefent Subjett feems to 
require a more immediate Attention. In the mem 
while y the Learned and Judicious will eqfily per* 
ceive from fever al Paris of this <Diffourfe> and 
particularly from what hejias advanced y7 P age 1 1, 
that he isfipceditihis PlanyqndthatfehasfeleBed 
thefe Pojitions out of Mr. Locke** $ook for his 
future Animadvtrfion> which are .the moft incon- 
fiftent with any Form of Government^ Republican 
or Monarchical, and therefore the moft dangerous 
to real Liberty* 

A 2 A 
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T Q 
EDMUND BURKE, Efq; 

Member of parliament for the 
- city of bristol, 

1 .' : V i -3 ' * r 

AMD, 

AGJBNT. FpR ; TjPS COLONY OF $fcW YOJRK, ft* 
SI1J, 

|S you have been plcafcd to beftow 
much Abufe and Scurrility on me in 
your public Speech, of the 19th of 
Aj>ril) 1774;— and alfo many Com- 
mendations in private both before, and fince 
that Publication 5— t fhall take no other Notice 
of either, than juft to affure you, that I am nei- 
ther elated by your Praifes, nor chagrined at 
your Cenfures ; and that I hold myfelf indiffe- 
rent in refpedt to both* My Bufineis with you 

is 
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« LETTER 

is folely of a public Nature; and therefore* 
without farther Preface, I beg Leave to inform 
you, that I propofe to examine your laft Perfor- 
mance;, entituled, %he Speech of VfouvvrD Burke, 
ttfa Mardi 22, 1775, with as much Freedom, as 
you do the Writings and Opinions of other 
Men; but, I hope, with more Decency and 
good Manners. 

IfetttsSpeedyycpi lay down certain JPremi&s 
refpefting the Difputes between the Parent-State 
and her Colonies : And from them you infer a 
moil: extraordinary Conclufion. My Province 
it (hall be to enquire, whether this Conclufion 
is juftly and regularly made ; — and whether a 
<quite different one outfit not to have been 
drawn from fuch Premifes. 

Mr only ©ifficbl^ i^, to ftate your Meaning 
with Accuracy and Precifion : — Not that you 
yourfelf aire unable to exprefs your bwa 
Thoughts with the utmoft CUarvefs> as well as 
Energy % but you ari unwilling, J?6r you excel 
in » the Art: of ambiguous Expreflions ? that is, in 
giving Ope Senfe tt> yotir Readers, and of referv- 
ing another to yourfelf, if called upon to defend 
what you have faid;— you excel, I fay, in this 
<Art, perhaps the moft T of any Man living, 
Sometimes you expirefs mcire than you mean : ; 
and at other Tkriei lefe ; but at all Times, you 
have one general End in View, viz. To amufe 
with Tropes and Figures,' and great /welling 

Wordsy 
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, to EDMUND BURKE, Esq. .7 
WorAs* your Audience Or your Readers, and nor 
to let them fee your Drift and Intention, *till you 
have drawn your Net around them. 

At Page 15 [lft Edit,] you obferve ic Tftat 
«* in the Chara&er of the Americans y a Love 'of 
** Freedom is the predominating Feature, 
4i which marks and diftinguilhes the whole : — 

* And th&t the Americans -become' fufpicious, 
** reftive, and untraftable, whenever they fee the 

* leaft Attempt to wreft from them by Fprce, , 

* or Shuffle from them by Chicane, what they 
M think the only Advantage worth living for.* 

Sir* I perfeftly agree with you in your De- 
feription: And I will add farther, what you 
ehufe to conceal, that the fame People were 
reflive and untr affable from the Beginning. For 
as far back, as the 7th and 8th of King William 
C. 7. §• 9. it appears, that they manifefted the 
plainest Intention of difowning the Authority of 
the Englifh Lcgiflature in every Inftance, which 
they thought incompatible with their own In- . 
tereft. Nay, it is evident from the Words of 
the Aft, that even at this early Period, they 
pretended xp fet up Laws, By-laws, Ufage, and 
Cuftoms in Oppofition to Engtijh Afts of Par- 
liament. 

You add farther at Page 16 " That this 
"fierce Spirit of Liberty is ftronger in the 
tc Englifh Colonies, probably than in any other 
^ People upon Earth." I think fo too: And^ 

will 
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will £ive a moft ftriking Proof of it yi the Jbi- 
t>erty they tookwifh, ^Jnt^iCftntciBptthfey 
fliewed.to theQrc^^^^ 

ling Advocate and Pata% Mfr Secr$t**y Firr^ 
no.wl^ord. Chatham;. Far whfftj^wrtfte^o 
them t$ defift froipjthe j^ainojus ^ditduterous 
Pra&ice$ pf fap^y^t^e En^ny iWifH; Erovifi- • 
qhs and Military S^res during ^Wap, .under- 
taken at their RequeS, and for tjieir immediate 
Prote&ion;— what Effe& h^d this Official au- 
' thoritative Letter oft their Conduit , and t Beha- 
viour ?— -None at all. For they not only con- 
tinued^ but increafed in tji$ Practice of fup- 
plying the Enemy vyiih evttvy: M$a$$ of pip- 
tracing the War> .--greatly to their t Qwn Profit* 
it muft be owned, *---but .to the lafting. Detri- 
ment of this Country, whofej^ands and F^e- 
vehues are mortgaged for Ages, to cbmie, to- 
wards defraying thg ^xpence of this ruinous, 
4 cohiumin^ War.. Nay, Jfucjx . wa$ 4 tie Jifru Sfi- 
. tit of Liberty prevailing in QW\Eii$i/h Colpnjes 
" on this trypg OQcaJ&9n ? that the Prov^nc^l- Go- 
vernors dare$ not : fo much as <±opvpti)C£ a Pro- 
secution againft any g( the numerous Offenders, 
And their Fnerids and Agents here at Hotpe 
[You knqw beft, whether Mr.; Burke was 
imohg'the Number; t)r« Franklin. certainly 
was]— Ifay* their Friend and Agent* were &? 
far from being alhamed of fuch infamous and: 
traifefous Praftices, that they openly vindicated 1 

them 
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to EDMUND BURKE, Esq. 9 

them in our public News-Papers, pouring forth 
the*bittereft Reproaches on Adminiftratioivfor 
attempting % to rfcftraitr fliefe Northern Mer- 
chants (fuch was the gentle Phrafe) in the Pur- 
fuit of their undoubted and unalienable Rights' 
and Liberties. After this, there is certainly no- 
Need of any further Confirmation of your AP 
fef tioti; That the fierce Spirit of Liberty isfironget 
in the Englifh Colonies probably than many othet 
People upon Earth. % 

Now, as fucfris the Fa&, you give us at Page 
21 a Summary of the feveral Caufes, which 
have prbduced it. " From thefe fix capital 
" Sources;— Of Defcent, of Form of Govern- 
" ment, of Religion in the Northern Provinces, 
" of Manners in the Southern, of Education* 
ic of the Remotenefs of Situation from tfcefirft 
u Mover of Government :— From all thcfii 
"Caufes [co-operating together) a fierce Spirit 
" of Liberty has grown up." 

L ANb firft as to Defcent. * The People 
"of the Colonies (P. 16.) are the Defcen- 
" dents oiEngtijhmen. England, Sir, [addreflirig 
u youffelf to the Speaker] is a Nation which 
" (till, I hope; refpefts, arid formerly adored, her 
" Freedom. ,The Colonifts emigrated from 
*yau, when this Part of your Charafter was 
r moft predominant. And they took this 
u Biafs and Dire&ion the Moment they parted t 
£ from your Hands. They are therefore not * 

$ " only 
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^onljr, devoted c to Liberty, but to Liberty* ac* 
«* cording to EagUJk Ideas; and oo Englijh Erin- 
4 * ciples:~-*k happened, you know, Sir, that the 
«* great Contois far Freedom in this Country 
**were from the- eadieft. Times, chiefly upon< 
'♦ the Queftion jof ^yi^—Th» Colonics drew. 
11 from you, aft with thtir Life-Blood, thefe 
♦* Ideas and Principles. TheirvLove of Li- 
" berty, as witteyou, fixed and attached ooth*~ 
« Jpecific Point of faxing " 

Here, Sir, you tell fomci'Patth; you4i£ 
guife fame* and you conceal w>re than, your 
diiguifc. . 

Qua firft Emigrant^ to Ncrth-JmflicAVftTei 
lpoftly. EntitoGafts of a particular Staoap., They 
^ere. of that Set of RepuUkanu who believed,, 
or pfctended to. believe, that Dominbn, was 
Jjwmted t in Grace. Hence they conceived,,, that 
thgy had the heft Right in the World both tc* 
tax r and to persecute the Ungodly. .And they dkfr 
both, as foon as they.got' Power into their Hands, , 
in the ijioft open and atrocious Manner. Dhe 
Annals of the Quakers will tell, you, thatthejr 
jprfecuted Friends even td the Death. And. in* ( 
regard, to Taxation, if you will be fo hardy as to 
affcrt, that they taxed none, but fuch as were 
reprefented in their Provincial Aflembly, I will 
undertake tojprove the contrary: — I wiill under- 
take to prove, that they themfelves paid n6 
Regard, ina Variety, of Inftances, to that very 
< ~ ' ~ Eoinr, 
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to EDMUND BUKTCE, Es% w 
-Point, on wibidi they infift ib much at prcfent 
in their Difputes with as, the Right of Repre- 
sentation, and of not being taxed without their 
own Confent. 

In Procefs of £ii»e, the Notion, < that Domi- 
*nion wasfourided in Grace, grew out of Faftiion. 
ifiut the Golonifts continued to be Republicans 
4lillj only Republicans of another Completion. 
They are now Mr. Locke's Difcjples; who has 
4aid down fuch Maxims in his Treatife on Go- 
*vernment, that if they were to be executed Re- 
cording to the. Letter, and in; the Manner the 
Americans pretend to underftand them, they 
would neceffarily unhinge, and^ deftroy every 
-Government upon Earth. I fliall at prefent 
only mention die four following. 

i. "That Men are by Nature all free, 
f< equal, and independent^ and no Man can be 
*** put out of this.EJiate > without his own Confent" 
Book 2,-Ghap* %. 

2. " That Governments have no Power over 
" the Son, becaufe of that which they hiv« 
« over the Father." Chap. *. 

3 fc " That Submitting to the ILaws of arty 
" Country, living quietly, and enjoying Privi- 
" leges and Protection under them, makes not 
«< a Member of that Society *— becaufe itothing 
* c can make any Man fo, but his actually entering 
\\\itito it by positive Engagement." Chap* 8. 
JP* 4. ''That 
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4. u That the Supreme Power cannot take 
" from any Man any Part of his Property [that 
f c is, cannot Tax him] without his own Con- 
" sent." Chap. 11. 

* Now, Sir, if thefe crude, undigefted Notions 
are to be underftood abfolutely, and without 
Correiftipn or Limitation ; — and if fuch are the » 
true, original Ideas of Englifk conftitutional 
Liberty,— -I will frankly acknowledge, % that 
Great-Britain hath not fo much as the Shadow 
of a Right to tax the Colonies : — Nay, I will go 
farther, and fcruple not to declare, that flic has 
no Right to make any Regulation whatever re- 
fpcfting them, without their own exprefs Con- 
tent and full Approbation firft obtained. But, 
after having made this Concefliori, I hope you ' 
will be fo candid on your Part, as to acknow- 
ledge, that no Government upon Earth did ever 
yet fubfift on fuch a Plan of wild, Utopian Li- 
berty. And I do prefume, that Ido not afk too 
much in making thisRequeft; feeing that your 
celebrated American Fellow Labourer, Dn 
Priestly, has already gone a good deal farther! 
For he has already informed thd World, in 
his Effay on Civil Government, that as all Go- 
vernments whatever have been infome-Meafure 
fompulfory, tyrannical, and oppreffive in their 
Origin, therefore they, ought to be changed* 
and new-modelled as foon as ever the People 

[who* 
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to EDMUND BURKE, Es<*. 13 
[whb, N. B. according to him and Mr. Locke, . 
have always ^n unalienable and indefcafible 
Right to change and alter, what, and whenever 
they pleafe] (hall feel themfelves ftrong enough to 
throw off this Ufurpation, and can bring about 
a glorious Revolution. . Nay, another great 
Man, and Difciple of Mr. Locke, no lefs thap 
the patriotic Jean*Jaques Rousseau (I think 
in his Letters from the Mountains) fuggefts an 
happy Expedient for accomplifhinjg this defira- 
ble Work of perpetual Alterations. He pro- 
pofes, that once a Year, at leaft, the Pcfople 
fbould aflemble together for the exprefs Purpofe 
of confultingand debating, whether they fhoiild 
permit the fame Form of Government, or the 
fame Officers to continue for one Tear longer ; or 
change them all, and begin another Form, or 
try another Set. The People, you know, ac- 
cording to this republican Doftrine, are, in all 
Inftances, the fupreme Head, and Lord Para- 
mount : And Government, even the beft of Go* 
vernments, ought implicitly to fubmit to their 
Authority and ControuJL Therefore, whether ' 
the fame form of Government, or the fame Ad- 
miniftrators of it, fhall be, or not be,-- that's 
the ^uejlion ! 

The Americans of late have afted very agree- 
ably to this (hifting Scene of new Lords and 
new Laws', for not only their general Con- 
greffesj and their Provincial Congrcffes, but 
* " ' "vr/ 7 ~ ~" " '"'""• their 
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their Town-Meetings, their feleft Meetings, arUit 
<heit- Liberty-Trfce Meetings, have a natural 
Tendency to 1 be£et a popular, republican Spirit 
and to Fubje£t every Degree of Magiltracy fcnd 
■^Government td the perpetual Contrbul and Car 
price of the Mob. in Ihort, it is already an efta- 
felifhed Maxim in that Country, thai the Voice 
ef the Pttipky — is the Voice of God. And 
ivere any one to dare to gainfay it, Tarring and 
feathering would be the rriildeft Puniihment, 
which fuclv 4 Rebel againft thisfMob-cratic^ 
•Cbriftitatidft could expeft. 

And you, Sir, when you were enumerating 

thtmahyiignal Advantages we derive from our 

Cofhtteftibris with America^ ought to have mentir 

cned tWs arfcong the reft : — You ought to have 

-exulted, that the fierce American Spirit begins 

*b operate fo very rapidly here in England ; and - 

and to v have exprefled your Hopes that it wiU 

ipre4d more and more, the longer we are conr 

.rie&ed with that People. 

• Bu* perhaps ; you hid your Reaforis againft 

beitig thus exp^ifeit.— -it is a tender Point ; and 

yotr h'ftVea very difficult £art to a<5t. Certain 

jrt" is, that both the American* and the Englijh 

Republicans expeft great Things from yoiy 

They expeft, that you would affift them in re- . 

<facing tho Power of the Grown, and of the 

Houfe of Peers to a mere Cypher ;— 'or rather 

ppiboMx them totally, Root and Branch: And 

xthey 
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to EDMUN0 BURKE,. Esq, : *$ 
theyexpcA likcwife, that you would co-operate 
with them in fubje&ing the Houfe of Commons 
itfclf to the Inftrudtions of Town-Meetings, fe- 
ted Meetings, Liberty- Meetings, &c &c. &c. : 
And in fhort,. that every Thing fhould be fub- 
jugated bpth within Doors, and without, arU- 
trio popularis aura. x On the other Hand, it is. 
eqvially certain, that you arc endeavouring to , 
make Ufe of thefe fa&ious Republicans, as the 
Tools and Instruments of your own Advance- 
ment, without gratifying them in their darling 
Qbj£&. This is a curious Farce, in which 
each Party muft a6t at prefent under borrowed 
€hara6ters», (for even the Republicans muft, as 
yet, exprefs their Wi(hes more by dumb Shew* 
than by open Declarations) and in which one, or 
Other muft be duped atfaft But more of this 
hereafter, 

II; The fecond Scource you mention,, from 
whence the fierce Spirit of the Americans' is de- 
rived, is their Forms of Government ftrongly 
tending to become Republics. And here, as 
you had nolntereft either to conceal, or to dif- 
guife theFaft, you have given us a juft Repre T 
testation of it. " Their [the American] Go* 
u vernments (Page 17) are popular in an high 
" Degree. Some are merely popular j in allthe^ 
" popular Reprefentative is the moft weighty; 
"And this Share of tfye People in their ordiaajy 
^ Government- never fails, to infpire them with 

"" \ ^ --— - - «. lofty 
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* " lofty Sentiments, and with a ftrong Averfiori 
" from whatever tends to deprive them of their- 
" chief Importance/* 

But you infinuate, that you will not decide,* 
whether this Indulgence to the Colonies at firft,; 
in granting them fuchpopuiar [alias republican} 
Forms of Government, arofc from Lenity or 
Indolence, from Wi/dom, or Mijtake. Alas! 
Sir, one can eafily perceive by your very Infi- 
nuation and your Caution, that you had already ' 
decided this Point inr your own Mind, tho* you 
did npt chufe to fpealf out. And indeed it is 
now evident to all, that if the Parent-State really 
-intended to retain ah aftual and effectual Supre- 
macy over her Colonies, (which was certainly 
' her Intention) fuch Forms of Government were 
of all others the moft unfit for that Purpofej, 
and the moft likely to beget a Spirit of Inde- 
pendence and Revolt. In faft, what was fo 
likely to have happened, has actually come to 
pafs, and would have come to pafs in the na- 
tural and neceffary Courfe of Things, tho* the 
Stamp, or the Tea afts had never been thought 
of. And I agree with you, that it is now by 
much too late to think of corredHng an Error* 
fo ftrengthened by Time, and grown inveterate 
by Habit, that it may be faid to' be interwovea 
into the very Conftitution of the prefent Ameri- 
cans. Here therefore, as we are agreed in the 
Taft, let every one draw his own Inference. 

IH, tfov* 
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to EOMUNiD BURKj;, Esq. . %>j 
ML Your third ,-g&nd Caufe -fc 3teljgioa: 
On which Subjeft you deliver yourfelf in the 
following Strain, atPages 1 7 and 1$. 

u iF^ny Thing were Ranting to thkneceffary 
" Operation of die Form of Government [to be- 
u get or infufea fierce Spirit 6f Liberty} Religion 
« would hare giveii it a cohiplete Eflfedt. Rcli- 
" gion, alwaysa Principle of Energy* in this new 
" People, is, no Ways worn out or impaired. And 
u their Mode of profefling it, is ^Ifo one main 
** Caufe of this free Spirit. The People are Pro- 
" teftants-, and of that Kind, which is the mod: 
" adverfe to allimplicit Submifiion of. Mind and. 
" Opinion^ This is a Perfuafion not only fa- 
" vourable to Liberty, but built upon it.*— The 
Ci Diflenting Interefts have f^ruog up in direft 
" Oppofition to all the ordinary Powers of the 
"World; and could juftify that Oppofition 
u only on- a ftrong Claim to natural Liberty. 
4 < Their very Exiftence depended on thepower- 
u ful and unremitted Affertion of that Claim. 
"All Proteftantifm, even the moft tiold and 
" paffive, is a Sort of Diflent* . But the Religion 
" moft prevalent in the Northern Colonies is a 
" Refinement on the Principle of Refiftance ; 
« it is: the Diffidence of Diflent : And the Pro- 
" teftantifm of the Proccftarit Religion. This 
** Religion, under a Variety of Denominations, 
u agrteing in nothing*, hut in the Comnmnica- 
" Hon of the Spirit of Liberty, is predominant 
C "in 
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« in moft of the Northern Colonies. . The Co* 
■** lonifts left England when this Spirit was high, 
« and in the Emigrants the higheft of all." 

Sir, this Account is not exaft, and ftands im 
Need offome Correction. When the Emigrants 
fled itom England, they were univerfclly Cal- 
vinifts of the moft inflexible Sort, But they 
were very far from being of that Species- of Pro- 
teftants, whom you- defcribe ; and of whieh 
fpreading Se&, there are but too many Profelites 
both in Great'Britaim Ireland, and America-,- 1 
mean, the modem ntityligh^Mtn, who protcft 
againft every Thing, and who would diffent 
even from themfelves, and from their own Opi- 
nions, if no other Means of Biflention could be 
found ow*- Such Proteftants as thefe are very 
literally Protesters ; bat it is hard to fay,, 
what they are befides. And FadVit is, that they 
have no Manner of Affinity with the Calvinifts 
of old: refcecling Church Government. For 
tho' the Calviniftical Emigrants were profeflfed 
Enemies to the Popery of the Church of Rome,. 
and to the Arminianifm of the Church of Eng- 
land, yet were they no Enemies to religious 
Eftablifhments/ Nay, theirgreat Aim was, to 
eftablilh thefolemn League and Covenant, as the 
' only Syftem which ought to be admitted into a 
. ehriftian State. Nor would they have fuffered 
any other religious Perfuafion to have exiftedi if 
. JheXj could have prevente&it. Moreover, tho' 
" " : '*" "" thev. 
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to EDMUND BURKE, Esq. ^ 
•they were for pulling down proud and lordly * 
Prelacy •, yet were they moft indefatigable in 
-ereftmg Claflfes; and Synods, and Elderfhips* : 
in the genuine Spirit of High-Church, Prefby- ; 
terian Hierarchy, and armed with; the Terrors: 
and Powers, of an Inquifition. In (hort, their 
Aim was to eftablifh a republican Form of Go- 
vernment built 'on republican Principles both 
in Chufch and State. ' But, like all other Re- 
publicans ancient and modern, they were ex- 
tremely averfe from" granting any Portion of 
that Liberty toothers, which they claimed to' 
: the mfelves as -their unalienable Birth-Righj^ 

• The prrfent Diffenters in North- America rte- 
* tain very little of the ^peculiar Tenets of their 
Fore-fathers, excepting their Antipathy to our 
-eftabliflied Religion,- and their Zeal to pull 
down all Orders in Church and State, iffound 
•• to be Tupef ior to their own. And nf it -be^this' 
you mean, by faying, that the diflenting'Tnter-. 
efts [in America] have fprung up in dire£t Op* 
tofttim to all the ordinary Powers of the World ; 
— and that the Religion moft' prevalent in the 
Northern Colonies is a Refinement on the Prin- 
ciples of Refinance \ the Diffidence of Dijfent, 
and the Froteftaritifm of the Protectant Reli- 
gion:- In fhort, if you afcribe the fierccf Spi- 
rit now raging in the Northern Colonies to thefe 
;Caufes, I make no Objedtion to your Account 
. ef the Matter ; provided you will * allow that 
Cz .the 
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the Religion of the Golpel ig a very different' 
Thing from theirs. But nevertheless I muft bfcg 
tl?c impartial World to judge between us* as ta 
the Ondufan to be drawn from fuch Premifes ; 
a*»d whether it be, or be not, a cjefireable Thing 
to continue a Connexion with a People who are 
actuated by Ermciplfes fa very repugnant to our 
own Conftitutiott berth ur Church and State, and. 
fo diafnetricaUy qpppfite to the Spirit of the 
GoipeL 

IVV To th? before-mentioned Source*, from 
whence this ungovernable Spirit is derived; yoii. 
add iftother, viz.' The Dominatibn of the Ma* 1 
fieri bver tHeir Slaves in the Southern Colonies, 
few. it feeros* htfthatis a Tyrant over his Inferi : . 
6n is^ of Courfe, a Patriot, and; a Leveller in re- 
ijjeft to h(s S\jperiofti. And X am afraid, there j* 
. but top mugh Trftth: in tfeis Ofefcrvation. VfJow* 
cjver, let us confider the Drift apd Tendency o£ 
y.otlr own Expireffiqns.— ^ c In Virginia, and the 
*5 Carolina^ they have vaft Multitudes of Staves^ 
«! Where that is the Cafe,;*/* **? Jy/ ?/ /A* 
V Wqfli? thofe who are free, are by far the mbf£ 
c < proud and jealous of their Freedom* Free^ 
*< dom is p them nbt only an Enjoyment! bur a 
*? Kipd of Rank and Privilege*— <1 do not mcaa 
u to copimend the fuperior Morality of this 
«* Sentiment, vrfiich has at leafl as much Pridei 
^ as Virtue, iri it: The Fafifc^ is fo; and thefe. 
"People pfthe Southern Golonies, ^re much 
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to EDMU;$JDrBI*RKE, Es^ 2f 

," boot,? ftrongly, ap4 wirfi an higher andrmfy^ 

" ftubborn Spirit, actachedto Liberty than &of<fu 

«vo£the NosdiwajxL Such were alltheancj^f 

*' Compon-wealths.* fuclvwere^ur Gothic Aj^ 

< c ccftors ^ fuchinour Days were the Poles ; ;«4, 

.^fuchjwiU be-all Mafter$ of Slaves, who. are. 

*^nc^SU^,tfe9mfelyes- In fuch-a People fha 

<c : I^ugfttinds of Domination combines wuh.fh^ 

*.« Sjwrif pf Frec^ppi, forcifc? it, and rendqr^ it: 

f " invincible" - P. 18, arid 19. 

. H$«e, %,, you tjrace out many important 

Matters ' for ouj due Regard and Anentgour* 

And §rft of all, you fuggeft, that the Southernr 

Ccjonips, .jwho ha&efuch Multitudes of Sl^es^ 

and who, in Confequence thereof are by far 

tlje weakc/^ : ftapdiag in Need of our daily 

Pr^e&ion, are ncverchelefs the moll qbftinateljr 

Jpcnt againft coatrjimxing any Thing tow^rd^ 

their own Defence* Why ? Becaufe they areJajr 

far the moll pixnjifji and jealous of their Liberty * 

for. - ip them the Haughtineis of Donainatie«x 

combines with tjie Spirit of Freedom: An*} 

therefore as, they will not condefcend to contri- 

tjute any Thing towards their own Deforce, 

we, * who are not fo proud and jealous, mvfy 

fubmk to- be their Guards and Centinels, Jincl 

then perhaps, they may make us fomc Adkfjow* 

ledgments, or they may nat\—* according as it 

jfli&lt pleafe their High Migjitineflcs ! Grant? 

and noble or* their Part, it roufl: be owned l 

1 • • ' ; Humiliating 
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Humiliating arid, mean bn ours! Surely, Sir,' 
one would have Thought, that a very different 
Inference might have been drawn from ~fu£K 
Premifes:-^- One might 1 have fuppofed, that it' 
would not have been altogether unreafonable, 
or unjuft to fay, that if Men of fuch Principles' 
will not contribute their fair -Quota -towards 
their own Preformation ; let them take' the Con-' 
Sequence; and let us give ourfelves no further 
Concern about them. ' '*•• * 

BiiTitfeems, the antient Republics, and our 
Gothic Anceftors, the modern Poles, and all 
Matters of Slaves, who are not. Slaves them- 
felves, were, and are, in every Part of the 
World, pofTeffed with the Haughtinefs of Domi- 
nation refpe&ing others, and with an invincible 
Spirit of Freedom regarding themfelves. Pro- 
bable enough: The fierce Spirit of the Goths 
and Vandals was a "Spirit off Freedom for them- 
felves to do whatever they lifted, at the Expcrice 
6f the Lives, Liberties, and Properties of the 
feft of Mankind : The modernPbles profecuted 
juftthe feme Plan over their Dependerits; 'till 
a Tyrant arofe of more extenfive Power, and of 
greater Capacity, who has lately ferVed feme of 
them in the fam£ Manner, in which they ferve 
all their Vaflals. As to tlie Inftitution of Slavery 
in any of our Colonies •, let thole be Advocates 
for it, who approve of it. For my Part, I am 
thoroughly convinced, that the Laws of Com- ' 
• - . merce, 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



to ED^HtfD BURKJE, Esq. 33 
merce, when rightly undcrftood, do perfectly 
eo-incide with the Laws of Morality 5 both ori- 
ginating from the fame good Being, whofe 
Mercies are over all his Works. Nay, I think 
it is demonftrable, that domtftic or predial Sla- 
very would be- found* on a fair Calculation, to 
be the moft onerous and expenfive Mode of 
cultivating Landed of raiting Produce, that 
could be devifed. And I defy you* with all 
your Learning and Acutenefs, to produce a An- 
gle Inftance from Hiftory either antient or mo- 
dern of a Country being well cultivated, and 
a* the feme Time abounding in Manufaftures, 
where this Species of Slavery {I mean the do- 
weftic or predial) is preferred to the Method of 
hiring free Perfons, and paying them ~wag$s. 
In the mean Time* I do moft readily fubferibe 
to the Dodtrine implied in your Defcription, 
viz. That the Mafters of fuch.Slaves t are, for 
the moft Part, haughty, infolent, and imperious 
in private Life ; and alfo, that they are turbi*. 
lent and faftious in refpedt to the Public,, in- 
ceflantly endeavouring to pull down and lay 
low, even with the Duft, every Order and De- 
gree of Men above themfelves. Jura negwt 
Jibi nata. 

With refpeft to the ancient Republics (and 
you might, have added the modern likewife) 
the fame Remark holds good* The Haughti- 
aefc of Domination, generally fpcaking, render* 
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-«nd itymraiical 'upon Earth. And ft is ofafenr- 

sfeble, that their Sobj^dts rctabi tefe. of liberty, 

^ibMh in Form and ^tabftance, -than moft-of .the 

-^dbjefts even of monarchical Governments. 

Now, that this is* the Fa^ I appeiltoall Men 

ofcfteiding, to all who have travelled^ and to all 

Kifhd can make a jtfft Observation on Men and 

- Things. Nay, tb go no farther than our ovm 
-Qbbtiit y, the Specimen we had bf the ftjafcifofcl 

Ty r&uiies, and grievous Oppreffions (without 
> «%eni thie Colour of Law) of thbfe Upstarts, 
HSfce catted themfehes, The Commonwealth of 

EngtaHd % dfter the Murder of King Charles *L 

- l^fayythis Specimen is fuch, that no Man, 
• d&ier #tfei &r gbod; • would -wifh to have the 

4ft£ Tragedies afljed over again ;— notwikhftand^ 
5i!igdie high Encomimns,' which fome celebrated 
^ltpublican Writers of late have pafied on th6fe 
Titties* 

iNlhort, Sir, very tihfbrtiniate have you been 
-'hitherto in heading together inch a Number of 
"At^arrients, and futh Examples as thefe: All 
J rf Which tttflitate fo vfery ftrdrigly dgafeift your 
"dlfrh Gumclufion. Arid yet what is to follow, 
will be found to do fo much more ftrongly. 

, V. For 5th. Yew 4ay (Page 19) " Permit 

'**'me,' Sir, t^addJariotherGircumftwcein our 

M^Gtottntes, whkh qohtHbwtes no mean Part tp~ 

wards 
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Awards the Growth and Effedt of this un- 
" tractable Spirit: I mean their Education* 
" In no Country perhaps in the World is the 
" Law fb general a Study. The Profeffion itfelf 
c< is numerous and powerful ; and in moft Pro*- 
" vinces it takes the Lead. The greater Num- 
" ber of the Deputies fent to the Congrefs were 
"Lawyers; But all who read, and moft do 
* c read, endeavour to obtain fome Smattering 
" in that Science. General Gage marks out' 
" this Difpofition very particularly in a Letter 
" On your Table. He ftates, that all the Peo- 
" pie in his Government are Lawyers, or Smat- 
u terers in Law : And that in Bofton they have 
" been enabled by fuccefsful Chicane wholly to 
" evade many Parts of your capital penal Con- 
" ftitutions. The Smartnefs of Debate will fay, 
" that this Knowledge ought to teach them 
" more clearly the Rightfe of the Legiflature, 
* c their Obligations to Obedience, and the Pe- 
" nalties of Rebellion. All this is mighty well : 
" But my honourable and learned Friend on 
" the Floor [the Attorney General] who con- 
" defcends to mark what I fay for Animadver* 
u fion, will difdain chat Ground. He has heard, 
" as well as I, that when great Honours, and 
u great Emoluments do not win over this Know*' 
" ledge to the Service of the State, it is a formida- 
" bit Adverfary to Government. If the Spirit be 
^ not tamed and broken by thefe happy Me- 
D thods, 
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4€ 'thods, it is stubborn and litigious. Afe 
1* eunt Jludia in mores. This Study renders* 
** Men acute, inquifitive, dextrous, prompt in * 
*' Attack, ready in^ Defence; full of Re- 

«* SOURCES." 

Sir, you fay, In no Country perhaps in the' 
World is the L*w fo general <& Study. True:' 
And you might have added-, That in no Coun- 
try perhaps in the World are there fo many 
Law* Suits, or fo much open and bare-fafced 
•Chicane. > An American Gentleman of great* 
Difcernmenc- and good Senfe-affured me about 
the Time of the Stamp- Aft, that if that A& 
■would make the Going to Law fo dear, as ta - 
ttiflen the Number of -Law-Suits (but of that he ' 
doubted) it would become in 1 the Event, tho*~ 
jiOt by Defign, the gjreafceft Blefling that ever- 
could befal America. He obferved further, 
that in one fmall Diftridl: of about 8bo taxable' 
Ferfbns, the Number of Law-Suits was fp great 
irt one- Yfcar, that lam afraid to repeat it after 
Mm-, for nothing but the Chara&ef you give 
of the petverfe Litigioufnefs and chicaning Di£ 
ppfition of this People, could mike his Account 
appear credible* But leaving their own petty- 
figging Tricks and Quirks to themfelves, we' 
will now isonfider this wrangling unhappy Turn 
of Mind, as it afie&s theTrade and Commence, 
the Peace and Profpcrity of GreahBritain. 

Sir, 
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Si*, the Trade to Nortk-Jmerica (which, 

•After ail your pompous Accounts, I take upon 

me to aver, and-Bispnora:iT, li* you can,) *rs 

* much tefs thart that to Holland and Germany; yet 

this Trade aloae has made more Bankrupts, and 

/ruined more Merchant Exporters, for thefc fifty 

D 2 Years 



* The Amount of the Value of the L . s. Y» 

) Exports (extra&ed -from theXuftom- 

iHoufe Books) from. England to Holland 
and Germany i for nine Years, wis. from 
Chriftmas 1763; to Chriflmas 1775, was 30,294,126 11 3 

The Amount of the Value of the Ex- 
ports (taken from the fameJBooks) and 
for the fame Length bf Time, from Eng- 
land to the .prefent revolted Pwuinces of ^ 
America, was only —-.40,061,023 $]& 

According to this Account it appears., 
that Holland and Germany were bet- 
ter Cuftomers to England than the 
revolted Provinces of North- Ame- 
rica, during thefe nine Years, by 

the Sum of 10,233^03 7,7 

Before a Companion was drawn between the Trade to 
'North-America, and the Trade to other Countries, where 
*we have no Colonies, the general Cry of the Mal-contente 
was, Let ns appeal to the Cuftom-Houfe Books, and there 
you will find, that the Trade to our Colonies is worth all 
other Trades befides. This was the Language which Pr- 
» Franklin held, in my Hearing, about twenty Years ago* 
But, as I never believed him in any public matter, except- 
ing in his Electrical Experiments, I was refolved .tp fee with 
.my own Eyes, whether what he advanced was true or not'j 
having a ftrong fufpicion that he fibbed defignedly, likp 
Sir Henry Wotton*s Embaflador, patria cau/a. ThjB 
Extract which I then obtained, is now miflaid. But. I re- 
member perfectly well, that the Balance was at that Tinip 
much greater in Favour of Germany and Holland, even than it 
- is, at prefent, as given above. Nay, I thinkthat the Exports 
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Years laft paft, than almoft every other Export- 
Trade befides. This i$ a Faft, which I am well 
perfuaded, could have been no Secret to Mr. 
Burke ; yet, as he has ftudioufly concealed it 
from his Hearers, or his Readers, I will, ig Juf- 
tice to them, endeavour to explain i% in the beft 
Manner I am able. 

to Holland alone were then equal, or nearly equal, to the 
Value of all' the Exports to North- America. And it is rea- 
sonable to fuppofei that at that Junfiure, the Cafe was nor. 
far diftant from this State of it ; for then we had not altoge- 
ther fpent 70,000,0001. Sterling in Defence of that Country ; 
which Circumftance, as it greatly enriched the Americans, 
enabled them proportion ably to extend their Trade, and to 
purchafe much greater Quantities of Goods than they had 
done before. And we had hot then drained ourielves of 
Men as well as" Money, to fight their Battles, and to' 'fettle 
Among them, to their Gain, but to our irreparable Lofs :~ 
Nor laftly, had the Emigrations from the different Parts of 
Europe, and efpecially from Germany, Ireland, and Scotland, 
then taken Place to the Degree they have fince done; all 
which Circumftances confpire to fwell the prefent Account 
in Favour of America, much beyond its due Size and real 
Value, and to leflen both the Confum prion at Home, and 
bur Exports toother Countries. For it is evident' to a 
Demon ftration, that if bur old Cuftomers will remove from 
Germany, Ireland, Scotland, l$c. or from among ourfelves, 
to fettle in North- America ;— 7 they cannot be European, 'and 
American Cuftomers at the fame Time : So that what we 
get in one Refpedt, we muft lofe in' the other; : And yet; 
-with all thefe Advantages, and taking the American Trade 
it its moil flourifhing Period, <viz. from the Year 1763 to 
the Year 1772, as above ftatedj— what is it to make hich 
a mighty boaft of? And why is our Commerce with other 
Countries fo much vilified and degraded,' if brought into 
Comparifon with the Trade of North- America ?— But I 
throw out thefe Reflections only as Hints at prefent,' and 
referve to myfelf a more full Conlideration of the Matter 
in the Treatife that is to follow, viz. An Addrefs to the 
Landed Interefi of Great-Britain and Ireland/ 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



to EDMUND BURKE, Esq^ 29* 
The People of other Countries, Holland* Ger- . 
many* France* or Spain* &c. &c. are, generally 
/peaking* afraid of giving Orders for a greater 
Quantity of Goods, than they can fee a Profpedt 
of paying for. Not fo in North America. For 
if you will give them Credit* they will give you 
Orders to what Amount you pleafe. [I fpeak 
this in general* for undoubtedly there are »«- 
merous Exceptions.] And then, when the Time 
of Payment approaches, they are the very Peo- 
ple you have defcribed, dextrous* prompt in At-* 
tack, ready in Defence* and full of Resources: 
Some of which Refources, as pra&ifed between 
forty and fifty Years ago, I will lay before the 
Reader. 

First, after they had run fo far in Debt, that 
they could be no longer trufted ;— they required 
jthat the Englijh Creditor (hould make his Ap- 
pearance in their Courts of Law, or before fome 
of their Magiftrates, in order to prove his Debt. 
Now it is eafy to fee, that in many Cafes, it 
would be better for the Englijh Merchant to 
compound his Debt at any Rate, or even to- 
tally to relinquifh it, than jto profecute the Re- 
covery of it after this Manner. Then, fecondly, 
they infifted/that their Lands, Houfes, and 
Slaves were not liable to the Payment of Com- 
mercial or Book Debts, becaufe they were not 
AJfets*— though thcfe Poffeflions were purchas- 
ed, or procured by th?t very Credit, and thofe 

% vpr 7 
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very Capitals, which they had obtained from 
-England. The Merchants of Gr^at-Britain, find- 
ing themfelves thus {hamefully cheated of their 
property, petitioned the Parliament for a Re- 
drefs of Grievances •, and obtained an Aft the 
5&of G. II. C. 7. Anno a 7 32, eatituled, " An 
•«« Aft for the more eafy Recovery of Debts in 
"his M^efty's -Plantations, and Colonies in 
*? America" In which Aft there are fpecial 
Claufes inferte&for defeating both thefe Schemes 
of your ingenious Friends, the Americans. How- 
ever, a People fo/«// of^Refources, as you have 
described them to be, foon recovered tfcemfelvc* 
ifrdm this Overthrow : For in a very few Years* 
xhey contrived another fuccefsful Mode of 
cheating their Englifh Creditors: And the four 
JSfco/ England Provinces, now in aftual Rebellion^ 
were particularly concerned in this Confpiracy. 
The Trick was, to iffue out a Paper Currency, 
<3fKl to oblige the Englifh Creditor to accept of 
it as a legal Tender* in full Discharge of ail De- 
mands. The Englishman, who, in Gftat-Britain* 
is not obliged by Law to accept even of a Bank- 
Note, as a Tender of Payment, was fhoeked 
and alarmed to the laftDegree, at this repeated 
Attack upon his Property: And therefore ap* 
plied again to the Legiflature for Affiftance an<3 
Protection. Nor did he apply in vain: For in 
the Year 1751, viz. 24th of G. II. C. 53, an 
Al& was pafledj, entituled, ^ An Aft to regulate 

"and 
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•♦'and reffr'ain Paper Bills of Credit in his Ma<> 
"jsfty's Cplonies and Plantations of Rhode- 
" JJland and Providence Plantations, ConneBicut 
" and Maffachkfets Bay, and 2\&ze; Hampfhire 10* 
"America \ and [N. B.] to prevent the fame be- 
ting legal Tenders in Payment of Money.* 

Now, Sir, you fee even here, , and without 
mentioning r thofe numerous Inftances of a grow- 
ing Difpofition to rebel, which, occafioned the 
famous declaratory Law of 7th and 8th of -Wil- 
liam III. C. 22. about 80 Years ago; — and with- 
out "referring to the Archives of the Board of 
Trade, whofe Prefles are loaded with Englijk- 
Complaints arid Memorials againft American In- 
jjaftice and Chicane, againft their Violation of 
our Trade* LawS, and other badPradUces.-,— £ 
fay, without referring to any of thefe, and rcon* 
fining ourfelves fimplyand folely to the Ads of 
Parliament here mentioned, it appears evident 
%o a.Demonftration, that theprefent Dilutes 
with the Colonies derive their Origin from* 
Gaiifes much more ancient and remote, 'than ei- 
ther the Stamp* or the Tea Aft. And it is re* 
ally aftonifhing, that you fhould have the Cour 
rage even to infinuate the contrary v^—much lefs 
to affert it, fo peremptorily, as you do at 
P. 34, and in the Face of fuch ftubborn Fa£ts. 
But alas ! All Things are now inverted* Fo? 
that very Boldnefs, which nothing but a Cpn? 
fcioufnefs of Truth, the Mens confcia refti^ ought 

to 
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td infpire, is become the Privilege of the molt 

bare-faced Fallhoods, 

But to return ; after both tficfe A£ts of Par- 
liament (obtained, riot during the prefent, 
tut during the Tate Reign •,) one tfould have 
thought, that arieflfe&ual Stop had been put ta 
American Chicaning, and American Subterfuges. 
Alas, Sii*, no fuch Thing. Your Friends and 
Fellow-Labourers are ever dextrous, ever ready 
in Defence, and full of Refources. The Tricks 
laft in Vogue as I am credibly informed (I meari ? 
before ever the Stamp- Adt was thought of) 
were to procraftinate a Law-Suit to an immo- 
derate Length •, which it Teems, this People, 
fo addiSted to the Study of the Law, have difcover- 
ed the Aft of doing, ait a very fmall Expenc* 
on their Part ; and th6n, tf hen they could 
ward off the Blow no longer, and wheti the 
Lands, Houfes, and Effe&s mull be fbld, iri v 
Confequence of the afore-mehtioned Afl:,— the 
laft Refoufce was, to get a Friend to buy the 
Eftate back again at the Public Vendue ; in 
which Cafe thefe^W Men and true were furc of 
favouring one another againft the common Ene- 
my. In fhort, it frequently came to pafs, that 
the Englifli Creditor, at the Foot of the Ac- 
count, found himfelf fo loaded with ExpericeS 
and Items of various Kinds, that it was well for 
him, if the Sale of the Premifes would defray 
the Charges, without taking into the Account 

hi* 
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, his original Debt, his Lofs of Intereft, expe&ed 
Profile on his Capital, Lofs of Time, &c. &c. 
'Nay, it has been fometimes known, that the 
- Sheriff himfelf has abfeonded with the Purchafe 
' Money • 

Hsitei* Sir, and from a Variety of fuch 
Cauies, it has adtually come to pafs, that fo 
many Merchants of London, Briftol, Liverpool^ 
&c. ;&c. have failed, and become Bankrupts, 
if they traded chkfy and principally to North- 
America:— And that fo very few have acquired 
any confiderablc Fortunes by this Trade, not- 
withstanding the great Riches which have been 
acquired by almoft all others* 

BtJT here, to ufayour own Words, the Smart- 
nefs of Debate wity retort upon me : — Granting 
the Cafe to be as you have Hated it, " What do 
"you propofe to do with thefe Americans? 
" Your own Scheme of a total Separation from 
" them, recommends neverthelefs the trading 
« with them, as with ajiy other independent, 
** neutral Powers. And then, if they fhould 
. " have Recourfe to their former Trieks and 
" Chicaneries, the fame Complaints will be 
<c made by the Engli/h Merchants, and the fame 
. " Difficulties, or perhaps greater, might again 
" perplex the Britiflt Crown and Parliament." 
To which Objection I return the following An- 
fwer :— That if the North- American Provinces 
were eredted into independent States, their Sub- 
E jefts 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



34 I ET r<* 

jefts would be afraid to itifult us witft fiicfc- 
ihocking Provocations, *as they have d6rie**witlr 
Impunity for many Years pad. No iieutrat : 
Power dares to attempt the Eke agamft Great- 
Britain. And in Cafe the Americans fhould 
ever betray a Difpofition to return to their for- 
mer Praftices, a few Letters of Marque Ships 
fentupon their Coaft, tfpuki foon teach thefe. 
Smatterersin the Law, to be honeft in Spite toi 
their Teeth. Nay, the Americans themfehtes- 
have not, as far as appears, pra&ifed thefe infa- 
mous Cheats On any European Nation, e: >tpt- 
jng the Englifli. For tho' they have, for at lead 
thefe laft fifty Years, carried on an increafing 
Trade With Holland and Gertnany, mthr France, 
Spain, Portugal^ and Italy* cither by Means .of 
die Hutch* French,* Spantfh, or Pfrtuguefe Colo- 
nies, or by a more diredfc Communication ;*— 
ftt they have, for the moff Parr, paid ready 
Money wherever the Balance was againft them : 
And then they traded with' die gobd-hatufed 
credulous Englifli on long Credit*, which induced 
iheitywhen the Times of Payment drewon/to* 
be guilty of the infamous Ptafticca befdr* tfe- 
fcribecfi 

So much for their priv^.CKaraflfer Tribefly 

fag their commercial DitfeiicoUrfe.With their Fel- 

. low-Subjefts.—We will now cpriGder the <fariia 

People in anothfejr View, ^ in the TrtAt- 

JIRM they ihew to that vtry l«giflature,^wfcich 

they 
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to EDMUND BURKE, Esq. # 
.they themfelves do in Words and in Tongue ac- 
knowledge to be fupreme. • 

Genbral Gage, you fay, declares in one of 
3iis. Letters, that ,{as all the People in his Go- 
vernment "are either Lawyers, or Smatterers 
"-in Law] they have in Bofton been enabled by 
" Sucee&f ul Chicane, wholly to evade many 
"tEarts of one of our capital penal Conftituti- 
^ 4 «onsl M Moft .probably this penal Statute was 
one of our Laws for the Regulatbn of their 
Trade, and for confining it to the Mother Coun- 
try ; which Syftem of Laws you well know (thd* 
you will not own it) has ever been their Aim 
cither' to undermine, or overturn. And, Sir; 
rif you will be pleafed to attend to the very 
yttrms made*U£e of, both by the Provincial, 
j^uid General Coqgrefles, in their refpedtive Re- 
folve?, v you will find, that thefe zealous Protet 
, tants,. who are, 'my our Opinion, the very Quint- 
/ eflence of Proteftantifm, are neverthefefs as 
great Adepts in the Science of Equivocation, and 
mental Refervation, as the mpft;fubtile Jefuit* 
•you will find, * that when they feemed to ap- 
.proach the neareft to a Compromife, they really 
intended to be as far diftant from it as ever ^ and 
only nfed foothing and ambiguous Expreflions 
-in order to deceive the Unwary. — That this is 
the Faft, you may learn at once from ; that re- 
markable Expreflion in all their Congrefs Jte- 
rfolves, every Idea of Taxation. Now what 
fafvery Idea ? What are its Limits and Boun- 
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daries ? And who can fix the Meaning of fo 
vague a Term ? According to the Explanations 
which the American News- Papers, and their po- 
litical Writers, have already given of this Phrfcfe 
of doubtful Signification, it appears, that they 
intend to objeft under Cover of it, to every Re- 
ftriftion you can form for qonfimng their Trade 
to the Mother-Country; feeing that the S*nc- 
tipn$ or Penalties, by which fuch Regulations 
muft t>e enforced, may be copfjdered as (join- 
ing pnder the Idea of Taxation, « 4 Fpr ? fay 
" they, every Engft/h Law, which either dimi- 
* nilhes our Property, or deprives us bf the 
*« Means of acquiring if, is in Fadj:, a Tax laid' 
,f « on thq Inhabitants of America for the Benefit 
" of England. 9 * Anfl under thjs Head,, they have 
already clafied that Aft of Parliament, which 
required the Billetjng thp Troops in their re- 
ipe&ive Provinces. - ' 

But left, Sir, you fhpuld defpifp what I have 
£ere fuggefted, (what you often magifterially 
aflfeft to do,) give me Leave to refer you to ^ 
Prophet of their Own; who delivers his Oracles 
on this Head. " If, fays he, the Bqtilb Parlta- 
f*- ment has a legal Authority to order, that we 
" fhall furnifh & fingle Article for the Troops 
<4 here [in America^) and to compel Obedience to 
j c that Order-, they have the fame Right to order 
f c ustofupply thole Trdops with Arms, Cloaths, 
" t &nd every IJJeceflary, and to compel Obedi- 
" ence to that Order; Infliort, toby any Burdens 
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to EDMUND' BURKE, Esq. $j ^ 
« they pleafe upon us: What is this but taxing 
" us at a f*r/a*» Sum, and leaving to us only 
«* the Manner of raifing it ? Hdw is this more 
u tolerable than, the Stamp- Adfc ? Would that 
* c Aft have appeared nibre plealing to Ameri* 
•* orar, if being ordered thereby to raife the Sum 
»" total of the Taxes, the mighty Privilege ha$ 
* € beeh left to them of faying, hpw muchrfhoql^ 
* c be paid for an Inftrument in Writing on PI*-- 
" per, and how much for another on Parchr 
" ment. An act of Parliament coaj- 
" mandinc us to do ascertain thing, if 
" it has any Validity^ is a- Tax upon us 
" fo|l the expence that accrues in com- 
<c plying with it." [Letter ift of the Letters 
from £ Farmer in America, printed at Philadel- 
phia ; London re-printed for Almon, P. 8.] 

Anp now, Sir, if it be poffible to fuppofe, 
that any Thing farther can be wanting to prove 
the Expediency,, and even Neceffity of feparat- 
ing fpeedily from fuch a People, and fo circum- 
ftanced ;— you yourfelf have furnifhed us with . 
one grand Argument ftill more cogent than all 
the reft, under your next and concluding Head. . 
Strong indeed, and very emphatical are your 
Words on tnis Ofccafibn ! 
* VL u The laftCaufe of this disobedient 
* c Spirit in the Colonies is hardly lefs powerful 
" than the reft,* as it is not merely moral, but 
f c laid deejMin the natural Cohftitution of 
" TJiings. \ Three Thoufand Miles of Ocean lie 
^ : • • .' , ,;'J v;,,., >" ' • ^"bttween- 
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^bwwern yad apd: them. No ecrotariv^f c qfci- 
^ e prevent riic;Eficft oftlus Diftftner in Weak- 
ening Government, Seas roll, and Months- 
*«pafs, between the Order and the: Execution: 
««- And the Want of aifpcedjr Explahatioh of-* 
**fingte Pdinv is Enough ;ta defeat a whole 
««8y(tetifc Tbu have indeed winged Minifters 
** of* Vengeanoe, who carrjr their Bolts in their 
* 4 Pbuacei to the reraoteft Verge of the Scjsu 
-"But there a Power ftcps in, that Jimits the 
** Arrogance of the raging Paffions sand furkras 
*" Elements, and fays, fofor fhak thou go, and 
**no farther. Whb are ydti tliat fhouid free 
*+ and rage, and bke the Chains of Nature ?— 
<c Nothing worfe happens to yoU 9 than dm to 4U* 
-** Nations who have exten/he Empires : And H 
* c happens in all the Forms td which Empire can 
+* be thrown. In large Bodies, the Circulation 
-*• of Power muft be lefs vigorous at the Extrc- 
* € mities. Nature has faid tt. The Tjiri can- 
** not govern JEgyptj and Arabia and Curdijtan, 
*' as lie governs Thrace j nor has he the fame 
•*• Dominion in Crimea znd Algiers, which he has 
* c at Bourfa and Smyrna. Defpotifm kfelf is 
« c obliged to truS and huckfter. The Sultan 
** gets fuch Obedience a$ he can. He governs 
■** with a loofe Rein, that he may govern at all ^ 
*' agd the whole of the Force and Vigour of hk k 
M Authority in his Centre, is derived from a 
* prudent Relaxation in all Us Borders. Spain 

" in 
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to ED'MimP BUltKE, Es<^ ^ 
•* telier \$meritri\ Ptovifle^*, is, perhaps, init 
** fo *fell dbsyed as you are in yours* • Sfce 
" complies too; jkefabmits* pie <toatduf®m9s y 

< * This is the immutable Condition, the eternal 

;** Law, of ^xtsn^e a^ dctadied ErapJFe- ^* 

-fPageao.] 

TttEimtnucable Condition! theetern^La^rf 
Extenfivr and detached Empire! P*ay y Sfcv 
6A which Side of the (^cftioiLwcnc-youTecainfld? 
And whofe Gaufe are you flow pleading? I hare 
heard of Jjatfyers m great Pra&ice, who*, thto^ 

• ifiiariy <and Inattention,, miftook Dnc; Brief ibman- 
etfier,. and then* pleading on a contrary Sidesto 

, that on inrhiclv they were; retained* Aid not per- 

- ceive their Erm? 9 ftill their Cheats hadjtoft thfir 
Caufe; "WJwthenany Thing; of , the like rKind 

-has happened >t& yeu^ is : more: than I cam Jay. 
But it is Matter^ Ailonifhraent to all,, to your 

own Fridnds and Admirer^ oswellas-tooohdfs^ 
that you fhould bring fixch Arguments as thofe, 
to prove the «N«ceffity of continuing an XJni&i* 
of Erripire between Greaf-Brtiain anrftfte-d'e- 
tached continental Powers of Ntrth-Ajmriiffi* 

'You ihftafice the Cafe of Spin: But to wtet 
fend or Piirpofe haveyou-bt'ought it into the 

.-prefent Arguriheht? For if it be^ to difplay the 

-Benefit and Advantage -of diftant and extenfiVe 
Colonies, £6u fuflely J are the mod unfortunate 
ef all Men living in the Nature of your Proofs: 
'Spain- being 2iftriking ! Example, l and a fu&ll- 

luftration* 
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luftratiot) 6#the.dire6k contrary. Spain, Sir, a$ 
you well know,- was, before.it was feized wkfe 
an epidemic Madnefs of fettling Colonics m 
America, one of the richeft, the beft peopled* 
the- beft cultivated, and the molt flqurifhing 
Country in Europe. It was faid to have con- 
tained at leaft twenty Millions of: Inhabitants : 
Its Cities were numerous and,opi*lem, abound- 
ing with Manufa&ures of various Kinds, and 
particularly with thofe of : Silk and Wool. 
But now alas! how fallen! what is Spain! 
where are its Manufa&ures ! where its Inhabi- 
tants ! 

The laft Enumeration of its Inhabitants was, 
I think, in the Year 1766: And the Numbers 
then given in were between fik and feven Mil- 
lions of Perfons of an Age fufficiently adult to 
receive the Sacrament at Eafter. The Queftion 
therefore between you and me is reduced to a 
few fingle Points, fimple in themfelves* and 
eafy to be underftood, viz. ift. Whether Spain, 
with its prefent Number of Inhabitants (or if 
you pleafe, with double its prefent Number) and 
alfo with vaft and extenfive Colonies in South- 
America^ is richer and ftronger than it was, with 
its Twenty Millions formerly, and without any 
Colonies at all? And 2dly. What prudential 
Courfc ought Spain to take in its prefent Situa- 
tion, — Whether to call off as many Ameri~' 
tan Subjects as it can, and then entirely to 

abandon 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



to EpMUND BURKE, Esq. & 
abandon all thofe immenfc and diftant Regions, 
which it cannot 'govern, turning its Cares wholely 
to the re-peopling, and improving of Old Spain ? 
Or whether to go on ftill in its prefent Mode, 
trucking and huckfteri'ng, and getting fuch an Obe- 
dience as it can [which you fay is the Cafe even 
with the Grand Turk] watching Times'^ govern- 
irig and fubmitting by Xtirris, and complying 
with this American Spirit as with a necefary 
Evil ? Now, Sir, as thefe are the Queftions to 
be decided • let the impartial Worid judge be- 
tween, and determine fpr us. And after that De- 
cifion, let. an Application be made, mutato 
nomine, to Great-Britaiti and her Colonies. 
, Two .Words -more about Spain, and I have 
done. The firft is, that before the Difcovery 
of America, there were upwards ,of 30,000. 
- Hogfheads of Sugar railed ini the Kingdom pf 
• Granada ; and all raifed by fr^e People, with- 
out ddmefticj or predial Slavery.. Whereas at 
prefent there are hardly any. Why ? Becaufe 
Spain has now Sugar Colonies in America ; and 
the making of Sugar in Granada would interfere 
with their Interests. We have, I thi'nk, made 
no lefs than fix Afts of Parliament here in Etig- 
1 land, oft a fimilar Plan, to prevent the Cultiva- 
tion of Tobacco, in order to favour the Colony 

6f Virginia. 

The feco'nd is, that the only Province ift all 

Spain, which feems to begin to lift up its He4d, 

and to get a little forward in Population, Agri^ 

F culture 
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1 culture, and Manufactures, is the province of 
Catalonia. And the Reafon is, becaufe Catalonia 
is happily l?y its Situation the fartheft removed 
from the baleful Influence of Colbny-Cohne&i- 
dns, 'and fuflers the leaft by Emigrations. 

And now, Sir, as if the fix Caufes, wjiick 
you had already produced, were hot enoughs 
*b overthrow your whole Syftem, you are fa* 
Kind, in the Sequel, as to prefcnt me' with two 
more, which prove very 'ftroixg Arguments 
againft yourtelft Thefirft is \he growing.Po- 
pulation of the Colonies, whicH you fay [P. 24] 
is evidently one Caufe of their Refinance. And- 
therefore in whatever Ratio this Pbpulatibri is 
to be fuppofed to increafe, in the fame tnuft 
their Refinance inctfeafe with it, and our Au- 
thority decreafe. The other Caufe of Refiftanee 
•%, the pKodrgiaus Exparifi6n of the Baefc-Settfe- 
Ttocnts. " 'Many pf the fceople in * die Back* 
" Settlements are already Kttle ^attached topar- 
* ticular Situations. Already have they topped 
" the Afalachian Mountains. From thence tdifey 
€< behold before them an immenfe Plain, one 
" vaft, rich, level 7 Meadow, a Square of $ive 
" Hundred Miles. Over this they would wan- 
" dtTywit/wtit a PoJfibMty of + Restraint. /[A^ct 
furely, Sir v if it is impqffible for us to tjeftrain- 
them, undoubtedly they will wander whenevpr 
they chufe fo to do.] " They would foon change 
" their Manners with the Habits of their Life ; 

"would 
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to.EDMIWD BTJKKE, Esq. 43 
•^ would fpon forget a Government by which 
;** they, were difowned : Would become HorcU 
44 of Englijh Tartars ; arid pouring down upoji 
44 your unfortified Frontiers a fierce and irre- 
<c fiftibje Cavalry, become Mafters of your Gq- 
• c vernprs, and Councilors, your Colleftors and 
* 4 Comptrollers, and of all the Slaves that ad- 
44 her^d to them.**. [Page 24.] 

Tha*j$:s to you, Sir, for thefc kind, and pro- 
phetic Declarations ! The Defcription alone is 
Sufficient j without (laying to put the Matter to 
*n a&uai Trj^l. And if after this, we will per- 
fevere in retaining Governors and Couhfellors, 
Colle&ors and Comptrollers in fuch a Country 
•'on any Account, or under any Modification 
whatever, we deferye to.fufFer all that you have 
.predidted. For indeed, whether thp Colony 
4 was placed in uifiaficy or 4^ trtcan . ^artary r the 
Folly and Abfurdity of pretending to "gpyera 
fuch a Colony, and to make it (ubfervient to 
. *he Purpofes of Commerce, is jjjft the fame. 
Nature oppofes it, as you<juftly obferve: An$l 
Nature will be obeyed. 

But I forget:— You have a Scheme of your 
own to propofe: A Scheme, which will remove 
all Difficulties, be they qver {b gteat ; An in/at-* 
libk Scheme, which can unite the moft diftant 
Situations, reconcile the rpoft jarring Ihterefls, 
-the moft oppofite Principles, and dlfcordant Tem- 
pers -,,— A Scheme in fliort, which, as you fay pn 
another Occafion, will mtitdkte both tyace and 
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fime^ and >w*fo two Jjrvers happy!—" The Prd- 

" pofition is Peace, [Page 5.J Not Peace 

" thro* the Medium of War ; hot Peace to be 

"hunted thro* the Labyrinths of intricate and 

< c endlefs Negociations j not Peace to arife out 

f* of univerfal Difcbrd, fomented from Princi- 

<c pie, in all Parts of the Empire ; not Peace to 

" depend on the juridical determination 6£ 

<e perplexing Queftions: or the precife marking 

u the lhadowy Boundaries of a complex Go- 

*• vernment. It is fimple Peace, fought in its 

" natural Courfe, and its ordinary Haunts.' — It * 

" is Peace fought in the Spirit of Peace, and laid 

" in Principles purely pacific." 

What a pompous Defcription is here ! 

—-Mulier formgfa Jiiperrie % 
Definit in pifcem* — ~ 

For after all, what is this Heaven-born paci- 
fic Scheme, of which we have heard fo laboured 
an Encomium ? Why truly*; if we will grant 



, * See the thirteen Proportions printed at the EncJ of 
Mr. Burke's Speech, Pages 63, 64, and 6$. The Sunt 
total 6£ which may be thus exprefled, Bear and forbear* 
*t Star with, and Aibmit to the Colonies in every Thing, 
*' while, they continue to acknowledge the fame Head' or 
*' the Empire, the fame King with ourfelres :— But fir bear 
*« to compel them, directly or indirectly, to make any 
f ( Provision either for the general Defence of the Empire, 
u or for the particular Ufes of their King, towards whom 
<< they profefled fuch Loyalty,*— ^f they are not vpluqta- 



. 
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the Colonies all that they /kail require, and ftipulate 
for nothing in Return; then they will be at Peace 
with us. I believe it; and on thefe Ample 
Principles of fimple Peace-making I will en- 
gage to terminate every Difference throughout 
the World : I fay, throughout the World : For 
even your own Dijjidents of American Diflenters, 
whom you have defcribed as the rnoft difficult 
<af all Men living to be pleafed, cannot, I fhould 
think, aflc for more, than to have their Demands 
always granted, whenever they make them. 

It is, Sir, a Thing worthy of Oblervation in 
your Writings, that whenever you are advancing 
feme ftrange Paradox, which will not bear a 

Difcuffion 



u rily difpofcd to make thefe Grants." Mr. Burke may 
not approve of this Comment on his Doctrine, becaufe it 
^develops his leaning a little too plainly, and mal- apropos* 
Bat I appeal to the* World, Whether his Scheme of Paci- 
fication can' be understood, I mean praSically under flood, 
in any other Seftfe? In thefe thirteen Proportions every 
Demand of the Colonies is complied with in Effe8 f tho* 
not totidem verbis, ' And this Compliance or Conceffion 
is to be considered, not as fome temporary Indulgence, or 
Matter of Favour to be refumed at Pleafurej — but as a 
Matter of Right; and as the Terms of the folemn league 
and Covenant; which the two Britijb Nations of Europe* 
wvA America are to enter into, and as a grand Social 
Compact to remain inviolable forever. Therefore the 
natural Queftioir is, What is granted, or to be granted, 
to Great-Britain m Return for fuch Conceffions ?— Nothing 
lit all. * But is it not Stipulated, That the North -Americans 
fliall, for the future, at lead bear their own Expences r 
No, by no Means. They are to have thefole Power either 
$f granting, or of xefufing to grant, any Money even for 
i ..,*,.<:.-• their 
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Di&tjffioit in open Day, the** you attempt 

.'either to envelope yottrfetf in fueh a Cloud of 

Metaphors, as* may prevent yow Reader* from 

ieeing whaj you are about;— of elfe to draw up 

*ytfur Paragraphs whH fueh Guards and Salvoes, 

'that ifehile you prefent one Seafe to ypur/Ree*- 

•dw$i ycai rcferve another for yourfelf in Cafe of 

Attack, Of the former of thefe I havsgmai 

iome glaring Inftances aflready; and (hall now 

exhibit fortie Specimtnsxrf' the latter. 

At Page 52, you fay," I do not know* 
'." that the Cok)tHes have, in any gwerulWay^ 
•*< or in: any r^7 /ftwr f gone *w#* beyond the 
*< Bfeniand of Immunity in relation to Taxife. 
** It is not fair to judge of the Tempers and 
■** Difpofitions of any Man, or of any Set of 



tkefr owireftablifiiments* No*, if they (hould refufe fo 
feokt thefe neceflary Grant*, a* they, have frequently done, 
iyhac Courfc i* to be taken with them ? Are we to compel 
tfaftnr «y make Pcoviiian for their own Service* ? Nb„ by 
•*i© Means* For this ts contrary to the eaprefs Wotds of 
the intended Treaty.. Are we then to abandon them, and 
give them up, telling them* that we will not be troubled 
aftjr longer with foeh unreasonable; people ? Nor that,: 
.Per, provided they (hall continue to acknowledge the 
fame King, the fame general Head, of the Empire whom 
we acknowledge, they will have fulfilled all their Engwe- 
-rtientt: — And Qmat+Britmn ituift do the. reft. ThereJSre 
the Words of the Orator, at Page 58, *re both jaft and cm- 
jtiiatkal •— f* Mine [nry Plan] ia oaATUixovs, and v*- 
**' C0ta>tirtON'AL,and hot heldtng aa a Matter of Barggia 
** and Sale/ 9 ' Indignant Reader, .make thy owa Refcc- 
*ibn&\ Hb& we fcen aibfoliitely eonqueisfd .try the Anoftof 
Jlmrtodi what other Terms of Slavery coyld.have been }m- 
•|>efed upon iw ? 
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«■ Men, when they are coijipofedy ' aad At reft, 
" from their Conduft or their Expr#Tions r in a 
** State qf TJifturbapce and Irritation." 

Now a plain, honeft Man, not aware 6f your 
mental Refervations, would think, that y'oii had* 
cxprefsfy fold hirp, that before the Colonies Were 
provoked by. the Stamp- Adt, they were all Loye 
and £>vity to the Mother-Country; and th^t'till 
this fatal Period, they had never manifefted any 
'fiifobediettce to her Authority, • or fhewn the 
J fea& Relu&ance to comply with her Demands r 
TjRtit as you know the contrary, yoy were un- 
willing to rifque the Merits of your C^ufe on 
this Iffue : And have cautioufly added, that the 
Colonies have not in any general Way* in their 
cool Hours gone much ieyond, &c. &c. There- 
fore fhoiild I undertake to prove that the Co- 
lonies, asfaf back as the Year i 696, manifefted ' 
iaftrong'Difpofition to fet up Laws, Bye-law^ 
Ufages ahd Cuftoms in Oppqfition to the Na~ 
*rgation-A6V and other Afts of the like Ten- 
ancy, (where Taxation 1 was out of the^Quefft- 
-<en)— your Reply is ready: " The Colonies 
^ might bethel in a State of Difturbance arid 
« Irritation : And I had only affirmed, that they 
•s-didfidt break out into Afts of Difobedienee 
* 4 in xb&ir cool Hours :" Or if I could prove,. 
y (which I think I can) *hat in the Year 1696, . 
there was no Appearance of Difturbance br 
Irritation in the Colonies, bwuhgt all was peace- 
able^ 
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able*— you then can have Recourfe to ybur 4>- 
ther Dtftin&'ion, viz. " That their Relu&ancc 
" to cpmply with particular A£ts of Parliament^ 
« which they efteemed to be peculiarly oppref- 
€C five, was very confident with' their Condudt 
€C as goodSubjedts in general" In ftiort, by the 
Help of thefe Diffrndttons and mental Referva- 
tions every Inftance of their Difaffe&ion and 
Difobejdience to, and Ill-treatment of, their Pa- 
rent State may t>e accounted for, palliated ami 
.glofied over : And nothing will remain for us at 
Home, but to take Shame to ourfelves for hav- 
ing brought fuch a frivolous Accufatiort. Their 
tempting General Bradock: to fet forward on 
a March, and then refyfing to fupply him with 
neceflary Provifions at the Places appointed, un- 
lefs he would advance the Price, which had been 
agreed upon, to a moft enormous Height^— •" 
and after all deceiving him [would to God, that 
we had taken. Warning by this Treachery^ and 
left them, and the Indians to have fought their 
own Battles j] their aiding and abetting our 
declared Enemies, the French and Spaniards, 
during a War undertaken for their. Sakes**— 
their refufing to pay their juft Debts, to their 
Englijh Creditors, while they were trafficking' 
with other. Nations for. ready Money; with 
jmmberlefs other Artifices and Chicaneries, 
which are daijy pra&ifed by thefe Smatterers in 
the Law, all* all ate to be veiled over by thefe 
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to XDMtJNB BBRKE, Esq. 49 
dtfingenuous Sophiftrics, and pitiful Evafions. 
But what is ftill more extraordinary, their very 
Grants of Money, of which you make your 
Boaft with peculiar Exultation; I mean their 
own Grants made in their own Afiemblies, and 
for the particular -Ufes and Defences of their 
own Provinces during the Jaft War, are a fur- 
ther Muftration of this Matter. Sir, by your 
Manner of expEefling yoiirfelf on this Head, 
P. 16. you have endeavoured to make the good 
People pf England believe, that the Americans 
have been the moft liberal People upon Earth of 
their Grants of Money; provided there was a 
^Requifirion made to them in due Form and 
Manner, and that there was a juft and fufficient 
Reafon alledged for making fuch.a Requifition. 
-How furpnized therefore will they be to hear fe 
different an Account given of this Matter by the . 
■moft unexceptionable of all Witnefles, even by 
themfelves! The Authority' I lhall quote at 
jprefent, as being the moft recent, and likely ta 
be contradi&ed, had it been falfe, is the Speech 
of Governor Frankxi* made to the Affembly 
of New Jerfey, May 16, 1775: " The Necef- 
f c fity of fome fupreme Judge [whether, and 
" when each Province contributes its juft Quota 
'"for the general Service] i$ evident from the 
" very Nature of the Cafe; as otherwife fome 
46 Colonies might not contribute their due Pro- 
*< portion. During the laft War, I well re- 
** member, it was ardently wifhed by fome of the 
9 ^CoJonie^ 
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V Colonics, that others, who were thought to 
f c be delinquent, might be compelled by A3 of 
f c Parliament to bear an equal Share of the pul> 
f 4 lie Burdens. It appears by the Minutes of 
w Aflembly, in March and April 1758, that 
<c fome of the neighbouring Colonies, thought 
f * New Jerfey had riot at that Time contributed 
c< its due Share towards the Expences of the 
"War; and that Prefident Reading (the then 
f« Commander in Chief of the Colony) was of 
" the fame Opinion. And fince my r Adrpini- 
" ftration, when the Aflembly in 1764 was 
« c called upon to make Provifion for raifing 
?« fome Troops on Account of the Indian War^ 
c< they declined doing it for fome Time, but on 
« c Condition a Majority of the Eaftern Colo- 
" nies, as. far as to include Majfachufets-Bay 
v (hould come into his Majefty's Requisition on 
* c the Occafion. But [N. B.] as none of the 
" Aflemblies of 'the New-England Governments 
" thought themfelves nearly concerned, nothing 
« was granted by them: And the whole Burden of 
«* the Expedition thfen carried on, fell upon Great 
*< Britain and tjiree or four of t;he middle Cp- 
U lonteS, with vhich this Colciny was difatisfiedj 
*« and the Aflembly coipplaihed of it in one of 
" their Addrefles to me on the Occafion." 

Now, Sir, in this Extraft from Governor 
Franklin's Speech, you fee, that both Fa& 
ftnd Argument diredlly confute your fine-fpua 
*"" • /-,.,. aeristj 
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to EOMtfNB B'tjRkE; Es^ 5! 
rfrial Theory of a voluntary Revenue^ for thd 
j*eheral Support even of the American Part of 
the Empire ; — without hinting a Wbrd about 
the European Iriterefts of Ghat- Britain. For* 
here, all their Governments were 16ft to their owii 
fitee. Choice, without the Shadott of a Com- 
pulfion. . Here the Parliament did hot inter- 
fere at. all : Nor did the King interfere in any 
Other Mode, than by Requifition \ . and that too 
for their own Sakes, and for the Sake of their 
Sifter-Colonies, Yet, what was the Confe- 
fcquence ?-• -Why, all the Governments through* 
but the Cdntinerit, excepting three or four of 
the middle ones,' granted,—-* 4 the voluntary 
44 Flow of heaped-up Plenty, [Page 59] burft- 
44 ing frorri the Weight of its pwn rich Luxu- 
44 riance, ever running in a moft copious Stream 
44 of Revenue \* — that is to fay, they granted* 
just nothing at all: And poor England^ 
with what tiny Afliftance; it could draw front 
thefe three or four midcfte Colonies, wa$ forced to ! 
bear all the Burden^ as is ufvially her hard Fate, 
UjTajr, more ? the Reafon given, why the New* 
England Governments refufed to contribute 
any Share in Aid of their Sifter-Colonies, is i 
Circumftance, which, I hope, no Inhabitant of 
fareat-Britaih or Ireland will pafs over, without 
flue Attention, and without making a Self- Ap- 
plication to his own Caufe and Country, viz* 
Xhcfe New-England Governments did hot think 
G i % them* 
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themfelves fo nearly interefted in the Confer 
quences of ah Indian War, as the other, middle 
Colonies were. 

Jnglia quid ride*? Mutato nontint i$ U 

Fabula narratur. 

. Therefore, my European Fellow~Subje6ts,, 
ri'Great-Britain or Ireland fliould at any Time^ 
have a European * Quarrel on their Hands, you« 
know already, what Affiftance you are to expedt 
from the Fellow- Feelings of your benevolent 
Fellow-Subje&s in America. 

However, had we been deftituteof Governor 
Franklin's Teftimony of the Refiifal of the 
Colonies to contribute any Thing towards the 
Relief of others, where tfleir own Interefts art 
not immediately concerned; we might have been 
ftpplied, even out of your ow* Stores, with very* 
ftrong and cogent Reafons againft depending on 
foch voluntary Grants from our dutiful Sons of 
North-America. For you, Sir, according to your 
fjfual Flew of heaped-up Plenty, bwrfiing from 
the Weight of your own rich Luxuriance, overrun- 
ning m a mofi copious Stream ; — you, Sir, in> 
plain Englijk, are continually furnifhing me 
with Plenty of Arguments- againft yourfel£ 

. * Thelnftances, which Mr. Bur ice has brought at Sage 
46, to prove that the Colonies, or rather that a few out of 
the many Colonies, have been liberal in their Grants to 
Great-Britain, during the Continuance of a $ri<vateering r 
fmuggling, trucking, and buckfiering American Sea-War, in 
which they were lure to be the greatefl Gainers ; fhall be 
particularly considered in an en/uing Treatife, An Addrefe 
to the landed Intereft tf Great-Britain and Ireland*. 
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You have, for Example, taken uncommon- 
Pains toexpofeand confute the Syftem of Lord 
North for obtaining an American Revenue, by 
obliging each Province tofurnifh its Cohtin* 
gent ; which you very humoroufly defcribe by 
the Idea of fetting up a State-Auftion in the 
Anti-Chamber of the Premier. And 1 do freely 
acknowledge, that the Objections you have 
ftarted againft this Mode of Taxation, feem to 
me unanswerable. [Though, I truft, you will 
have more Generofity, than to tell the Prime 
Minifter, that this, is my Opinion ; leaft hefhould 
' deny me a Bi(hoprick, which you fay 1 am aim* 
ing at -, and which certainly is not likely to be 
obtained by this Manner of Proceeding.) Bur 
alas ! while you were fa eager in demolifhing 
the minifteri^al Citadel fpr compelling an Ameri* 
can Taxation, — you forgot, that by the very 
fame Means, you wefe undermining your own 
Edifice for a gratuitous Revenue. 
. For 1 ft. — It plainly appears* that even your 
own Plan for obtaining a gratuitous Revenue, 
fromfuch a People as you have described, cannot 
fucceed, in Faft^ without both an Au&ion- 
Room, and an Auftioneering-Hammer. Indeed 
you yourfclf are fo confeious of the Truth of this 
Obfervation, that, at Page 59, you do not fcru- 
ple to reprcfent the Matter in a Point of View 
ftill more dUhonourable and bafe, by borrow- 
ing the Idea of a Set of Gamblers crouding 
round a gaming Table. ^ The Parties are the 

" Game- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



y*: .LETT E R 

*« Gamefters;* but Government keeps the T*u 
• c ble and is ftire to win at laft." Now, which 
of thefetwo d&fctfte Similes, the Au&ion -Room,* 
or the gaming Table, you choofe to prefer, inF 
order to do Honour to your American Friends 
tod Patrons, is a Matter of Indifference to me. 
But one Thing is certain, that if any Revenue, in 
toy Shape, or on any Tfrrris, is to be obtained 
from fiich honourable Aflemblies, as you have 
here defcribed •, thofe who harangue, and lead, and 
govern in <ach Aflfembly muft be bought off:— Or 
as you elegantly phrafe it,- on a fimilar OccaGon,' 
"/They moft be Won by great Honours and 
u great Emoluments [all at the Expence of Old 
" England] to the Service of tte State j other- 
«« wife they will prove very formidable Adverfa- 
" ries to Government : They will grow ftub- 
1C born and litigious ; become prompt in At^ 
w tack, ready in Defence* and full of Refources.'* 
And therefore it muft undoubtedly follow, that 
the more free and unreftrained thefe patriotic, 
gaming, or auctioneering Demagogues (hall 
become, the more they will pride themfclVes on 
their own Importance, and the higher will be 
the Price, which they will demand for their Ser- 
vices to Great- Britain. 

But, 2dly. — You bring another .ObjeAion 
againft Lord North's Scheme at P. 55, which 
militates much more ftrongly againft your own. 
Your Words are, " Suppofe the Colonies 
. " were to lay the Duties which furnifhed tkeit 

Con* 
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fo EDMUND BURKE, Esq^ $y 
ff Contingent* upon the Importation of your Ma- 
44 nufa&ures-, you know you would never fuf- 
*' fer fuch a Tax to be laid. You know too* 
" that you would not fuffer many other Mode* 
" of Taxation." Now, if inftead of the Word 
Contingent^ which is Lord North's, we infer! 
Free-Gift j which is yours ; I afk'any Man o£ 
plain, common Senfe, whether the Obje&ion ij* 
not at leaft equally ftrong againft your Plan,, at 
jagainft his ? — In Faft it is much ftronger. For 
as there would not be that legal and conftitutional 
Call for making voluntary Prefents, as for fur- 
nilhing neceflary Contingents ; the Confequencc 
would be, that both the Provincial Reprefen- 
Jatives, and their Conftituents would naturally 
fay, if the rich Englijh Nation will expeft Pre- 
sents from us poor Americans* we muft raife 
them by laying Taxes on their own Manufac- 
tures ;--- And then, whatever fuch Impofts may 
amount to, they will in the Event promote the 
Induftry and Manufa&ures of our pwn Coun- 
try :-~I fay, this is the natural Language, which 
moftMen would hold on fuch anOccafion, and 
more efpecially Americans. But you, Sir, I 
own, have a very different Idea of Men, and 
Things. You fay at Page 60, ." My Hold of the 
*' Colonies is in the clofe Affeftion, which 
P grows from common Names, from kindred 
f Blood, from fimilar Privileges, and equal Pro- 
jfr teftion. Thcfe are Ties, which, though light 
g as Air, are as ftrong as Links of Iron.* 

? Alas! 
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Alas I dear Sir, England has already to its Coft, 
found all thcfe Ties and Connexions, to be; 
indeed, light as Air ! Yes, I fay.-- England lia* 
experimentally found them to be no Links at 
all, if put into Competition with prefent Inter eft\ 
much lefs to btUnks of Iron: — She has, I re* 
peat and infill upon it, made this unwelcome 
Difcovery concerning Colony-Gratitude, even 
from the Moment that each Infant-Coleny 
could ftand alone, without the Affiftance of the 
Parent-State. 

. In fhort, there is fomething aftonifiiinglyab- 
lurd in the very Suppofition, that a People fo 
addiftcd to Chicane, as you have painted thefe 
Americans to be$ and who moil undoubtedly 
have devifcd many difingenuous Artifices a* 
gaiqft paying their juft Debts to their Englijk 
Creditors 5— fhould all on a fudden, by the 
mere Magic of your enchanting Metaphors, be 
fb changed and altered, as not only to become 
very honed, very e*a6t, and pun&oal in their 
Pealings; but alfo very liberal, generous, and 
munificent. And here again, I willingly fob* 
mit to be ranked in. the Number of thofe poor, 
ignorant Beings, whom you condefceud to men* 
tion at Page 61 . " All this I know weti 
" enough, will found wild and chimerical to th£ 
" profane Herd of thofe vulgar and mecha- 
« nic&l Politicians, who have no Place among 
" us [in the Houfe of Commons-,] a Sort of 
* People, who think that nothing cxifts but 

ffwhajt 
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'** what is grofs and material ; and #hd there- 
« fore, far from being qualified to* hfc-Dire£fc>rfc 
** of the great Movement of Empire, are not 
" jit to tuto a Whe&mihe Machine ". 

Now, Mr, Dirc&or of the great. Movement \ 
of Empire! WilUyoti permit (and- it is the * 
.only Boon I afk) an obfqare Perfon, Whftfe Pro- 
. viace - it* is to turn Jonly one of the. inferior 
Wheels 2— I fay,ivrH you permit him to appear 
4 in your Prefence, whilft you are perfonating a 
•great Mimfter of State in this new-intended paf- 
r triotid.Aidminiftration? . 

' ~ jKl 'jO Diva gratufn qua regis antium, 
' - ' ' Prefens vel imvtollere de grain 
: <> 1. Mortafccorpuf) vdfuperlns - ' , '- • ' * 
- ".. .' VerU?iJunerilm44ritimphosh'- •* - - - .: : 

c :iL^~ ♦'• ... ' - ' - * ' '■ » > 

.. . The fijft Aft of your Ejfire&orfhip will ua- 

<Jpv»bt;edly be 



Vtrten funeribwtrfetophet !..[[/'', ' 

That is* to turn out the prefent Set of Mini- 
fterial Blunderers,^/ prof ans H#4 of vulgar 
and mechanical Politicians^ who fancy, that Offi- 
: cers are nec^flaiy. to colleft a Revenue, and 
Laws to enforce the Payment;-- then to repeal 
every penal Statute for compelling the good 
People of "England to pay Taxes againfi their 
own Confent •,— to difcharge, of Courfe, thofe 
gro(s and material Beings, ^called Cuftom-Houfe 
" * H. '- Officers, 
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Officers, Etfcife-Men, &c. &c. &c. and to traft 
entirely to the copious Revenue which (hall 
arife from the Voluntary Flow of heaped*up 
Plenty v burfting from the Weight of its own rith 
Luxuriance* prbe Gifts and voluntary Do- 
nations. Metfrinks', Sir, I fee yofc afbngyokir 
.grand sninifterial Part, with great Dignity and 
Propriety in this new and bufy Scene.: Methinfcs 
I fee vaft Crouds around you, all preffihg for- 
wards, all joyfully pouring forth their free-will 
Offerings for the Service of the State, in die 
exuberant Plenty of rich Luxuriance. Audi too, 
who never was at a minifterial Levee bu{ three 
Times in my Life, and that about twenty Years 
ago, — I alfo wifh.moft ardently to attend on 
fuch an Occafioiu And that I may not come 
empty-handed, for we lhall all be Givers, and no 
. Receivers, I will humbly beg Leave to bring 
this Pamplet with me, and to lay it at your Feet; 
in Token of that Duty, Gmtitud e , --anfHfcefpc&» 
with which 1 have the Honour to be* 

Great and worthy Sir! 

Tour moft devotedy and 

Moft obedient humble Servant, , , 

JOSIAH TUCKER. 
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Tra&s Political $ind Commercial, viz. , 
Solution if the important Sttiefihn* wkd~ 
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ther a poor Country; Cohere t#& Mtt&p- 
als and Prow/ions ate cheaf y and Wages fow 9 can 
Jkpplant the Trade of, a rich manufacturing GoM- 
try> where raw Materials and Ptvoijims are dear, 
Mnd the 'Price of Labour high, 
\. 2. The Cafe of going to Wat. for the Sake of 
Trade canfidered in a new Light. . 

3. A Letter from a Merchant in London l# 
hit Nephew in America, concerning the late and 
prefentDifturbanees in the Colonies. 

4. The true Intereft of Great-Britain fet forth 
in regard to the- Colonies ; and the inly Means of 
living in^Peace and Harmony with thetn. 

.5. The refpe£live Pleas and Arguments of the 
s Mother Country and of the Colonies dijtinffly fet 
forth ; and the Infpqffibility of a Compromife of 
Differences, or a mutual Conceffton of Rights 
plainly demonjlrated ; with a prefatory Epijtle to 
' the Plenipotentiaries cf the Congrefs._ 

Printed for Rivington, -Cadel, and Walter. 

Tra&s Polemical and Theological. 

1. An Apology for the Church of England, as 
by Law eftablifhedj occaftoned by a Petition to Par- 
liament for abolifhing Subfcriptions. 

2. Two Letters to the Rev. Dr. Kippis : Leh 
(er ifi. Concerning the Extent of the Claim of the 

Church 
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Churc\ of England 1» reptlate /** external Be* . 

havidur of her own Members \ and alfo to infitc- 

«rr>7ft*ir internal' fuAgemehts in Cdntfoverfies of 

JPaith ?; btttit. zd. Wherein the \§feeJHim is dif- 

Mffiit,:: whether ' the; Englifh Reformers fan \ the 

\Reign 'of Edwakd .VI; intended in eftabtifh the 

Jh&rints of Pr&kfkinatim; .Redemption, Grace, 

Jyfiijication^ and^Perfmerdn^e, in the Qalvmfticfil 

Senfe, as the T>o8rvkes : of the Church 'qf England. 

V> $; Religious Intolerance no Part of the General 

> Plan either of the Mofaic, or Chr$ian Bifpen- 

sfatkhi " ••'. v. :■/..:... . a • \\. . \ .;. 

; .4*: A brief and dijpaffwnate VSem of the Diffi- 
culties refpe&iv^j&wdfag)the:$Tifa 
:4n& y $Qtiwan'$Jiftew*:)' ^\.A v, ,- . / ... 

\ To fee puHIfhed^ ttie; Meeting* of the* 
•••• '• ; • ;Pirliament. * l ' : : ^ \ ; ' - ""' 
. * ^ife 'humble 'A3drefs y . ana (drriejf Appeal to ihqfe 

yefpftable Perfondges in Great-Britain dndjtc^ 
Un^jWho by their \great and permanent Intereftfh 

. % landed, Property, their liberal idttcatton, > elevafed 
Rank, and enlarged Piewsjire she. ableft.to judge, 
and the fit t eft to decide, whether d'Conne&iori witJi* 
tir a Separation from, the Northern Colonies bemojt 
for the national' Advantage, -and the lofting Benefit 
oftfafe Kingdoms. 

'to be publi&ed in the Courie of the 
% enfuing Winter* 
. • < A Volume offele/3 Sermons on interejting and im- 
. port ant SubjeHs. • 
/ j All.fcy the fame Author. 
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